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Xin Chia ban bink an trén ank chi em/

Khi nhiing ngudi Galile bi Philato
giét chét va muoi tAm nguoi khac bi thap
Siloa sap deé chét, Puc Giésu néi cho dan
chang biét néu ho khong hoan céi thi ciing
sé phai chét nhu vay. (x. Lc 13: 1-5) Diéu
d6 c6 nghia la: du la ai, chic phan nao,
dang lam gi, tat ca déu phdi hoan cai; néu
khong, tat ca déu phai chét.

Thé nhung hodn cdi 1a gi? Hoan cai
la thay d6i toan bo I61 séng cii, nghiéng
vé toi 161, dé bat dau mot doi song mdi
quy hudng tron ven vé Thién Chua. Diéu
gl khién chuing ta phai hoan cai? Do la
Thién Chaa. Néu khong c6 Thién Chua,
t61 mac stic song phong ting, buong tha
bdi vi khong can va ciing khong c6 mot
chuian muc dao dtic nao dé t6i theo. Néu
khong c6 Thién Chua, t6i khong can phai
“that tha, thang than (dé roéi) thuong thua
thiét” nhung chon “loc hia, luon leo, lai
(dugc) 1én luong.”

Thién Chua hién hitu va “yéu thé
gian dén noi da ban Con Mot, dé ai tin vao
Nguoi Con 4y thi c6 su séng vinh ctiu doi
doi.” (Ga 3:16) D6 1a y dinh cia Ngai trén
chang ta. Chinh Ngai la dong luc cho ta
hoan cai.

Tai sao ta chua thuc su hodn cai?
Boi vi ching ta con theo dudi va bam viu
cac vi “chua” mang tén tién, quyén,
danh, lgi, thia. Thoat dau, nhiing ong
“chtia” nay c6 vé rat that, cung cap cho
ta nhiing lac tha, nhting loi [6¢c vinh hoa,
thay duge, dong cham duge. Khi ta that
bai, tuoi cao, stc yéu, tang gia, bai san,
hoac dén gio chét, nhiing 6ng “chua” do
lap tc roi bo ching ta dé tim than dan
mdi, khién ta co don, lac 16ng: khong vinh
hoa, khong lac tha, khong gi ca.
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Con vi Chua that, mang tén la Giésu
Kit6 thi sao? Ngai 6 véi ta moi ngay cho
dén tan thé, di cung ta nhu di cung hai
mon dé trén duong vé Emmaus, va d trong
ta khi ta ti€p rude Ngai vao trong tAm hon
minh. Ngai di voi ta dén cuing tan cua dau
kho, ngay ca khi ta chét, Ngai ciing di cing
ta! That vay, Thanh Vinh 23 loan bao vé
vi Muc Tu t6t lanh: “Du cho ¢6 bude qua
thung liing su chét toéi van khong hé so
hai vi Chila 6 bén toi, vdi cay trugng clia
Ngai, té1 vitng da an long.” Ngai 1a ai néu
khong phai la Chua Giésu Kito, Pang da
di qua cai chét, da phuc sinh va tré lai tim
chting ta la nhiing con chién lac dan, vdc
chting ta trén vai, bang qua thung liing ti
than, khién ta khong con sg¢ hai gi ngay
cd cdi chét ?! Néu Ngai da doi xu voi ta
nhu vay, thi ching lé ching ta khong nén
hodn cdi @é chi quy hudéng tron ven cudc
doi minh vé véi Ngai sao?

V6i nhiing ngay con lai caia Mua
Chay Thanh, chuang ta hiép y nai xin Vi
Muc Tt Tét Lanh ban cho ching ta du
khon ngoan va sot sdng dé ton tho Ngai
cach xing dang, yéu mén Ngai noi tha
nhan, nhat 12 nhiing ké bé mon, nhu
chinh Ngai da day: “khi cdc con lam cho
mot trong nhiing nguoi bé nhé nhdt day,
la cdac con da lam cho chinh Ta vay.” (Mt
25:40) Amen.

Tu si Phao 16 Tran Anh Tudn, OFM.
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Anh chi em than mén,

Tuyén khan tron doi

Thu phong Pho té

Thu phong Linh mue

HOI VIEN QUA POI
nam 2024

HO VA TEN

CHI HOI

10 thay

NGAY QUA POl

Trang mang https://vivm.org dan 1 | MariaNguyén Thi Cim-Lan | Montavilla | 26/2/2024
dan dugc cai thién. Anh chi em c6
thé vao trang nay, muyc “cac du an” 2 | Gioan B. Vit Hoai An San Jose 5/3/2024
dé truc ti€p ung ho vao muc ma
anh chi em quan tam. 3 | Gioan B. Huynh Céng Truyén | Houston IT | 27/4/2024
4 | Anna Vi Thi My Chicago 4/6/2024
Bén canh do6, trong Mua Y it
Chay nam 2024, sau khi Phét 5 | Giuse Tran Tién Hung Versailles |  30/7/2024
dong du an “Nha Tré Pleiku”
nham ung ho bay nha tré 6 | Maria Vii Thi Phong Lanham 6/9/2024
gom khoang 400 em nguoi
déng bao sic toc thiéu so tai 7 | Maria Pinh Thi Nén Kitchener 8/12/2024
Pleiku, Gia Lai. Trong nam - )
qua, chting t6i da nhan duoc 8 | Phérd Mai Van Thuic CPS 24/12/2024
ST A
$36,120 USD tic la 75% u6c 9 | Alexis Nguyén Ngoc Hap PSTT 16/1/2025
mong cua chung tdi cho nién
kljoa 2024'?025;((:}11 phi an 10 | Giuse Vii Duy Ngoc - Mau Chicago 1/2/2025
uong hoc tap moi em: $10/
thang (50 cents/ngay); véi 11 | Ané Tran Thi Thong Chicago 22/1/2025
400 em moi nam: 10 X12 X
400 = $48,000.). Chung toi 12 | Phér6 Lam Vin Thanh Chicago 17/2/2025

u6c mong quy vi gitup chiung
toi quang ba chuong trinh
nay, dé chung toi c6 du con
s6 can thiét ma phuc vu Chua
Giésu noi cac em nho ngheo
khé nay. (Quy vi c6 thé quét
QR code ¢ day dé ung ho).

Chung t6i xin dai dién cho phu huynh cua cac em
va céc tu si Phanxico dang phuc tai Tay Nguyén
chan thanh tri an quy vi.

Moi chi tiét, xin lién hé:
tu si Phaold Tran Anh Tuan, OFM
Cellphone: 408-909-0088
Email: tuantran@vfvm.org
(hoac phansinhtuan@yahoo.com)
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May Ged grant ysuw peace!

When the Galileans were killed by
Pilate and eighteen others were crushed
by the collapse of the Tower of Siloam,
Jesus told the people that unless they re-
pented, they too would perish in the same
way (cf. Luke 13:1-5). This means that no
matter who we are, what our role is, or
what we are doing, we all must repent;
otherwise, we will all perish.

But what is repentance? Repentance
is a complete transformation of our old
way of life, which leans toward sin, to be-
gin a new life fully directed toward God.
What compels us to repent? God. With-
out God, we live recklessly and indul-
gently because there is no moral standard
for us to follow. Without God, we do
not need to be “honest and straightfor-
ward (only to suffer losses),” but we may
choose to be “deceitful and cunning (and
be rewarded with promotions).”

God exists, and He “so loved the
world that He gave His only Son so that
whoever believes in Him may have eter-
nal life” (John 3:16). This is His will for
us. He Himself is the driving force behind
our conversion.

Why have we not truly repented?
Because we are still chasing and clinging
to false “gods”—money, power, fame,
pleasure. At first, these “gods” seem
very real, offering us visible and tangible
pleasures and worldly benefits. However,
when we face failure, aging, weakness,
loss, or even death, these false gods
abandon us instantly in search of new
followers, leaving us alone and empty—
without glory, without pleasure, without
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anything.

But what about the true God, Jesus
Christ? He is with us always, until the
end of time. He walks with us just as He
walked with the two disciples on the road
to Emmaus. He dwells within us when
we receive Him into our hearts. He walks
with us through every suffering, and even
in death, He remains by our side! In-
deed, Psalm 23 proclaims about the Good
Shepherd: “Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil, for You are with me; Your
rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”
Who else could this be but Jesus Christ,
the One who passed through death, rose
again, and came back to seek us, His lost
sheep? He carries us on His shoulders,
leading us through the valley of death so
that we no longer fear—even death itself!
If He has done all this for us, should we
not also repent and turn our lives wholly
to Him?

As we enter the final days of this
Holy Lent, let us earnestly pray to the
Good Shepherd to grant us wisdom and
zeal to worship Him rightly, to love Him
in our neighbors—especially the least
among us—as He has taught: “Whatever
you did for one of the least of these broth-
ers and sisters of mine, you did for Me.”
(Matthew 25:40). Amen.

Paul Tran Anh Tuan, OFM.
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Solemn Profession of Vows

Diaconal Ordination | 11 Brs.

Priestly Ordination | 10 Brs.

Deceased Members

can help us spread the word
about this program so that
we can reach the necessary
amount to serve Jesus in these
impoverished children. (You
can scan the QR code here to
donate.)

2024 / 2025
Dear brothers and sisters,
The website https://vfvm.org is FULL NAME CHAPTER DATE OF DEATH
gradu:cll.ly b.elng improved. You 1 | Maria Nguyén Thi Cim - Lan | Montavilla |  26/2/2024
can visit this site and go to the
“projects” section to directly 2 | Gioan B. Vit Hoai An San Jose 5/3/2024
support the project that interests
you. 3 | Gioan B. Huynh Cong Truyén | Houston IT | 27/4/2024
o . 4 | Anna Vi Thi My Chi 4/6/2024
Additionally, during Lent bl diie cago
2024, we launched the “Pleiku 5 | Giuse Tran Tién Hung Versailles 30/7/2024
Nursery” project to support
seven nurseries with approx- 6 | Maria Vii Thi Phong Lanham 6/9/2024
imately 400 ethnic minority
children in Pleiku’ Gia Lai. 7 Maria DlnhTthén Kitchener 8/12/2024
Over the past year, we have re- o ]
ceived $36,120 USD, which is 8 | Phéro Mai Van Thiic CPS 24/12/2024
75% of our goal for the 2024- 9 | Alexis Neuvén Neoc H PSTT 16/1/2025
2025 academic year. (The cost cXIS TTetyen Neoc b -
of food and education for each 10 | Giuse Vit Duy Ngoc - Mau Chicago 1/2/2025
child is $10/month, equiva-
lent to 50 cents/day; for 400 11 | Ané Tran Thi Thong Chicago 22/1/2025
children per year: 10 x 12 x
400 = $48,000.) We hope you 12 | Phér6 Lam Vin Thanh Chicago 17/2/2025

On behalf of the children’s parents and the
Franciscan friars serving in the Central Highlands,
we sincerely thank you.

For further details, please contact:
Friar Tuan Anh Tran, OFM.
Cellphone: 408-909-0088
Email: tuantran@vfvm.org
(or phansinhtuan@yahoo.com)



